
CSci551 Spring 2006 Thursday Section Homework 2

Assigned: February 9, 2006. Due: noon, March 1, 2006.
You are welcome to discuss your homework with other students, but each student is

expected write his or her final answer independently.
Answers should be short and to the point. Complete sentences are not required. It is

possible answer the homework in one page of text, and if your answers are much more than
that you should ask yourself if you’re answering clearly and succinctly. We reserve the right
to deduct points on answers that are too long or that miss the point.

This homework must be submitted electronically. Choice of formats is:

• Simple text (ASCII). This format is strongly preferred since it can be most easily
marked up and returned to you.

• PDF. Please use PDF only if you have figures in your text.

• Postscript or HTML. Use these only if you have figures and cannot generate PDF.

Note that MS-Word or other proprietary formats are not accepted. See the course web page
for details about how to generate postscript or PDF if you start with these formats. (See
the course web site for information about how to generate PDF.)

To submit your homework, upload it to aludra.usc.edu or nunki.usc.edu, then use the
submit comment as you did for the project:

% submit -user csci551 -tag hw2 file1 [ file2 ... ]

You should have one file for the body of your homework. You may have additional files
if you generate html. If you have multiple files, please list them all on the command line
separately (do not combine them ahead of time in a tar or zip file). Just a reminder: your
name and student id should appear at the top of the first page of your response.

1: This question explores how protocol headers are processed in real operating systems.
First, find the Internet Request for Comments (RFC) that specifies the ICMP protocol.

a) What RFC number is the official reference for this protocol? b) What is the official
specification of the message format for an ICMP “echo reply” message? (Cut and paste
from the RFC.)

Find the ICMP header representation for some common operating system in the system’s
C header files. c) What operating system and version did you pick? d) What is the relevant
structure that represents the ICMP header? (copy and paste it into your answer)

A challenge in implementing protocols is doing so portably. The C language leaves many
details up to the compiler, including structure packing and size of integers. (Yes, in general,
an “int” is not necessarily 32-bits wide! On 64-bit computers, it might be 64 bits.)

e) Does that structure have code to handle compiling on different architectures (yes or
no)?
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If it does, f) How does it handle different sizes of “int”? g) How does it handle potentially
different structure packing rules? (For these, clearly indicate the mechanism it uses with
references to specific elements in the code.)

If it does not, then f) How would you modify it to handle sizes of “int”? g) How would
you modify it to handle different structure packing rules? (For these, clearly indicate the
mechanism it uses with references to specific elements in the code.)

Pick some other operating system than the one you chose in step (a). (Other means
a completely different OS, not just a different version of the same OS.) h) What other OS
and version did you pick? i) What is the relevant structure that represents the TCP header?
(copy and paste it into your answer) j) How does the approach to handling portability taken
by this other OS compare to what you found in the first OS?

2: In class we talked about naming and addressing with respect to networks.
Consider a network with a firewall, where the topology is:
INSIDE—FIREWALL—OUTSIDE
“Inside” represents a network with hosts that are protected by the firewall. The firewall

is a router that filters traffic that passes through it, allowing some to pass through and
stopping others. “Outside” is the hard, cold Internet.

IP addresses identify interfaces (attachment points), not hosts. a) Why does network
identification of interfaces useful when connecting to the firewall to configure it?

Suppose we deploy a web server in parallel with the firewall (i.e., it is connected to both
the internal and external networks). This web server is on both the internal and external
network. b) Why would user requests from the general Internet be unable to connect to the
web server? (Assume that it is functioning correctly. Think about how naming could cause
a problem.)

3: Consider a TCP connection between USC and Karlsrühe, Germany. Assume there
is a dedicated link with basic Ethernet speeds (10Mb/s) the round-trip time is 150ms, and
that we’re using 1500B-long segments. (For simplicity, assume here the 1M is 1 000 000, not
a power of two.) a) How big a TCP window, in segments, is required to send at full rate,
assuming no packet losses, that every segment is acknowledged? b) How long, in RTTs, will
it take for TCP to saturate this link, assuming no losses and that the receiver ACKs every
segment and the initial window size is 1 segment?

Now assume the receiver uses delayed ACKs and Reno TCP (otherwise continue with
the assumptions above). c) (2pts) How big will the window be now be after the second RTT
completes?

d) (2pts) If the loss rate is 4%, will TCP be able to keep the link saturated? (Say both
yes or no and briefly justify your answer.)
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4: Consider the following set of ASes, assuming they’re all using BGP routing.

AS−1
11/8

AS−2

AS−3

AS−4

a

b

c

d

e

f

g h

i AS−5

For this question, please write routes in the format “address: next-hop-router (AS-
path)”, where AS path reads from the last-hop-AS to the origin-AS. a) What route(s) does
AS-1 announce directly to AS-2? b) What are all the routes that AS-2 will consider to get
to 11/8?

c) What are all the routes that AS-3 will consider to get to 11/8?
d) Assuming no special actions are taken, will traffic from AS-5 go to AS-1 via AS-2 or

AS-3? e) Why?
Suppose AS-1 wanted traffic to it from AS-5 to go through the alternate AS (i.e., the

AS that was not your answer in part c). One way it could accomplish this policy is to use
AS-PATH inflation. g) To which AS must it change what it announces, AS-2 or AS-3? h)
What should its new announcement to this AS be?
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